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Mr. G ARRI CK | 


STR, „ 
Pm Letter is + a 


Piece of formal Criticiſm on your 

Merit as a Player, nor a fatyrical 

Eſſay upon the Fondneſ of the Town for 

— iverſions; but owes its Riſe intirely 

to your Conduct and Behaviour this Seaſon, 

— of the W 
*. 


Now, though the Public ſeem to agree to 
conſider you in both Lights; I muſt do 
har the Juſtice to fay, 1 think they bear 
ard upon you in this one Particular ; 4 4 


B 


10 | 

the exceſſive AP to you as a 
Player, heightens all your Faults as a Ma- 
nager: a Diſadvantage ariſing from your 
he qpening of the Seaſon, 
© one can be ſo abſurd as to imagine 
but that Lou, (who muſt be allowed to be 
a Perſon of great Forecaſt and Circumſpec- 
tion) had a View to your own Profit when 
you made your late Purchaſe ; neither can 
we ” nceive that it was not hpon deep 
Conuderation when you reſolved to be a 
Patentee and a Player at the fame time; 
whether ſuch a Reſolution was prudent or 
not, is now no proper time to apo 
the only thing I propoſe to make any Ob- 
AR, upSn 4 Kelent, is — che. 
viour as a Manager. 


Drury-Lane Theatre is as yet the only 
Place ve can refort to for a - polite public 
Entertainment; and the crouded Hoſes 
you. have hitherto had, are a ſtrong Evi- 
dence of the reigning Paſſion of the People 
for Plays; and afford us at the are time a 
convineing Proof that there is Advantage 
enough accruing from your preſent Sett of 
Cuſtomers, to defray the Expences -of the 
Houſe, with a conſiderable Overplus of 
Profit to yourſelf: it therefore throws it 
upon You tb account for the Entertaiments 
. you have} thought fit to afford them this 

Seaſon. : * fei: ft 4 t e inte 
14»: +1 | 1 
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8 Swi 5 80 og. wa 
of Vanity upon Bb 5 


a mind to try the Temper pou ed 
when inſtead of eng g theis Þ gyourſto 
you; as a Manager, b 0 r ſome, 


favourite Character at be; ing. 
of your New Houſe, 100 da 12 5 
it Condeſcenſion enough to hen ingen X 
a” Prolhgue, and then 27 if |. us, How. 
unhappy. we were-that you di ee 8 
to ſpeak it; and inſtead of pub 

= daily Papers, indy. he u. leave = | 


of 85 our ent, (as your" 
dainty: phraſe 10 1 ie 1 5 rice r as 
Six- Pente a piece-- What can üs Be attribu=: 
ted to, but a falſe Perſuaſion that the avou- 


rite Aar cannot ert as a Nag 


x Auna was A e FIT a 
Relique of Wit, was it beneath your Dig 
nity” fo ſupport Character im it 3. 07. _ 
that 4 Piece as a Manager, pot- worthy your... 
Notice, which as a Play er, you, peri „ ba ST) 
referited as an Aﬀeont to bee e 2 90 75 


racter t a great Tee, Sede Elen 2 = 
B 2 have 


0 XN 
have made this a juſt "Thought ; While as 
an artful Manager, whoſe Buſineſs it isto 


keep our Appetites ſharp ſett, it was a 


| | A Trifle of: Fame not worthy your Regard. 


1 dare appeal appeal to your own Heart, with. 
e you heard it demanded, why does 
ick himſelf act? Nothing, I own... 
coold be a ſtronger Proof of your Merit: For 
the greater the Reſentment ſhown at your 
not acking, the greater your Honour as 
2 Actor, and the greater your Fin#ſſe as 
3 fince it is a Proof that you are 
the only* neceffary Ingredient in all our. 
Theatrical Entertainments; and that with- 
ont You all the reſt is languid and infipid,” 
_ ſcarce eng Name of Diverſion. _. 


But s am miſtaken, and to us 
who ſee no than the Curtain, Your 
not ain a was owing to a more . generous! 


may, perha „ have been 
too aan den Murmugic and Com Complai 
among your People, 5 80 may have raſhly: 
undertaken, to ſupport the "Houſe by their 
own Merit: If that was really the Caſe, Bs - 
they have found themſelves greatly m v 
ken; for however they, may pl An * 
particuar Character or two, it is You only. 
can alone pleaſe in all : like. a Great os 1 


ral, though the Groſs of the Army 5 


LY SY Sz 
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the Battle, Vou run away with the Praiſe 
and Merit of the Viahey i I might,-' T bez” 
lieve, add the Profit too. ——Þut it 1 
poſſible You may ſay, What is all this 
me as a Manager ?: not an improper vel E 
tion I confeſs, as the avowed Subject 
Matter of this ſhort Letter, is an Inquiry: 
into Your. Behaviour in that Station: 8 
which Queſtion, therefore, Perſuade Youtz 1 
ſelfto receive this Anſwer, n 2 


111 endend Your Bofnes a right ny 
is, to provide at ſuch Prices as "ſhall BE 
thought reaſonable, certain amuſing and” 
improving Diverſtons, called Trledres and” 
Comedies,” for the Convenience and Etiter- 
. tainment of all thoſe who hae à Reli“ 
for ſuch Pleaſures, yet want a Fund to 
afford. them ingly at their o Expehee: 
and, for their better Accommodation, Lou 
are. bound, according to the Caſtom of the 
Theatres,: to give us a Daily Bill of Fare; 
thereby letting You That we are to 
expeRt Now th our Intimates 
object, that fince the Bill of Fate ar of 
liſhed, No-body: need come but what likes 
to- take part of the Entertainment, No- : 
body being either compelled or deceived: 
and that if they can ſee no Play with Plea- L 
ſure but what Mr. Garrick has a principal 
N in, they have no occaſion to contribute 
2G 1 towards 


1 
towards the Expence of the Evening's D*. 
verſion, till they think it worth their 
while: Yet, 41 their Leave, this is no 
Anſwer at all; for it is Vour Part to für- 
nh out the Entertainment in the beſt” 
Manner You poſſibly can ;, we truſt o 
Your Care for that Purpoſe, and the Pre- 
ſymption is on Your Side that You do ſo: 
It was this Preſumption in favour of former 
Managers, that raiſed Vou to the high: 
Pitch of Fame; which, by the Caprice of 
Faſhion, Vou are artived at: for I do not 
remember that the Town: called for You - 
to appear in any particular Characters; 
but the Manager, at a Venture, applied 
Vou to different Parts, and the captivated 4 
Town approve of the — any 
4 55 \ 102 
"Common Senſe 3 is 3 best Rule to be 
guided by; it is the moſt equitable Judge 
in all Matters of Diſpute; and, if To 
pleaſe, ſhe. ſhall deeide between the Town + 
and Ydu: but remember, Sir, not as Mr. 
Gerrick the Player, but as Mz Garrick the 
Patentee, or one of the Co- Patentees of the 
Theatre-Rai al in Drury- Lane: for though 
I have nothing to ſay to him, I muſt not 
forget Vou have a Brothov Conſul and . 
league in Nader un 22 9. 


1 4: 9 
= m 
5 . T4 
* 


e 


—— Im—C 
- 


„ | | You 


| 3 


 - You will, I make no doubt, reflect 

with great Satisfaction on the Pleaſure 
You frequently gave the Town in the 
Character of Bayes, To do You Juſtice, 
the ridiculous Light in which You -expoſed 
the Miſtakes of your Brother Comedians, 
(for ſuch they then were) though attended 
with ſome Bees of Cruelty, deſerved 
the Applauſe You gained at Good-mani's- 
Fields Houſe: and as we had nov 
Reaſon to be diſpleaſed with You in the 
Attempt of the Character, ſo we were ob- 
liged to Mr. Giffard for caſting You into 
that Part; but if we reverſe this Obſer- 
vation, would not he have been highly 
to blame if he had forbore, nay denied, 
Pon the Town the beſt Diverſion in his 
ower, 8 


The Part of Othello had been played 
and by ſome been thought, (no doubt ig- 
norantly) to haye been well played by 
Mr. Quin + You ventured to attempt the 
Character; the Manager, I may ſay, ha- 
zarded. You in the Attempt, but the ju- 
dicious Town applauded your acting. Let 
us conſider this in another Light : Suppoſe, 
for mere Argument-Sake, that You had 
failed in your Attempt. Suppoſe the 
Town had judged Mr, Quin ſupported the 
| | Character 


(-16 ), 

Charecter of Ot bello better than You, would 
the Manager, after that, have been juſti- 
fed in continuing to have given You. that 
Part ? ſure he would not; and why ? the 
Anſwer is, becauſe he had a much better 
Actor for that Part, in the Opinion of the 
Town, to put in your Place. 


As a Manager, Sir, it is your Buſineſs 
not only to prepare the Evening's Entertain 
ment, but to,prepare it in the beſt manner 

You are able; and the Manager who does 


other wiſe, uſes his Cuſtomers ill, 


It is not impoſſible but if this Letter 
is eſteemed by You as worthy of the Ho- 
nour of an Anſwer, (You ſee I too have 
my Share of Vanity of ſuppoſing it) we 
may probably be told, that the Town is 
not yet full; that the beſt and politeſt 
1 of the: Company will not be here for 

ome time. Suppoſe this true, what fol- 
lows, are the Clowns who now viſit You 
to be poiſoned ? If it is beneath the Dig- 
nity of Mr. Garrick's elevated Station to 
play to any but Stars and Garters ; yet his 
Duty, asa Manager, obliged him not to 
give us Traſh, to call it no worſe, inſtead 
of ſubſtantial Food. Was the Scornful 
Lady, with the ſcandalous Character of 
Parfon Roger, and the no leſs fooliſh o : 
80 ny 6 1 0 


67) 

of Nurſe. Abigail, a fit Entertainment fdr 
You to offer, or for us to receive ? Surely 
it could not be deſired by any but your 
Upper Gallery Auditors; however, one 
thing is evident, if here is a Faulk, you 
can throw it upon No- body elſe for You, 
and you only were to blame as a Manager. 
Many Perſons paid for a Share of that 
Night's infamous Performance; the con- 
ſiſting Parts of which they were intirely 
Strangers to: You: muſt have read the Play; 
Vou knew that Folly and Nonſenſe were 
not iis only Faults : the repeated irreligi- 
ous, not to ſay, athe iſtical Expreflions in 
it, made it too ſhocking to be offered by an 
underſtanding Manager, as a proper En- 
tertainment for a rational, polite, or Chriſ- 
tian Audience. or D735, CF | | 


Mr. Macklin' behaved. extremely well 
on that Occaſion, and. every-body muſt 
commend. his applying to the Audience 
in the handſome: Manner he did; which 
cleared himſelf, and his dear Abigail of all 


remember, Gentlemen, if. thefts is any 
© thing in us that is amiſs, we will rectify 
f it as well as we can.“ Mr. Mactlin could 
fay. no more: let us conſider what Light 
he ſtood in at that Juncture with regard 


to the Audience ; the better Part of whom, 
e 1 


6 
bY 


- . % 
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Blame, when he ſaid; as clearly as I can = 


(18) 

J am ſure, if not the major Part, ſufficiently 
ſhowed their Diſlike of what was then 
going on: Mr. Macklin, who was only 
concerned as. an Actor, probably appre- 
hended he played the Part ill ; for I chuſe 
to ſuppole he might have Good-nature 
enough not to throw the Blame on poor 
Nurſe Abigail; but that was not the oc- 
caſion of the Diſlike ſhown, and he re- 
ceived an Anſwer ſufhcient to remove from 
them any Uneaſineſs on that Account: 
it was the Play, not the Actor, that was 
diſliked, Let this be a Warning to You 
in your future Conduct as a Manager. 


Though, Sir, Mr. Garrick, the Ma- 
nager, and Mr. Garrick the Player, are 
rale and the ſame Perſon, yet they 
muſt always be conſidered ſeparately, and 
in different Lights: For we have, and al- 
ways ſhall have, an inconteſtible Right, 
while there is ſuch a Player as Mr. Garrick, 
to aſk Mr. Garrick the Manager, why 
Mr. Garrick the Player is not ordered 
to entertain us: but if there is no ſuch 
Player as Mr. Garrick, we have been 
miſtaken all this time ; and I ſhall heartily 
beg your Pardon for giving You this 


Trouble, as ſoon as I am convinced of my 
Error, | 


A, 


; Con ſider 


(9) 


Confider a little, with what Grace can 
You hope to be favoured towards the 
End of the Seaſon with a Benefit as a 
Player, who have as a Manager, fo far as 
lies in your Power, at the Beginning of 
Seaſon, claimed and ſupported a Right to 
direct not only what Entertainments we 
ſhall have, but what we ſhall be com- 
manded to receive as good, true, juſt, and 
rational Amuſements, 


As I proceed, I cannot help owning, 
that I had very great Expectations from a 
Patentee, who was an applauded Player, 
and a much approved Author ; I flattered 
myſelf we ſhould ſoon ſee our Engliſh 
Stage riſe to the Dignity of the antient 
Greek and Roman Theatres, I had taken 
leave of Farce and Buffoonry, and I own 
I could have wiſhed You had ſo far taken 
Advantage of the Favour of the Town, as 
to have convinced us, that Shakeſpear and 
Otway, Dryden and Congreve, Addiſon and 
Steele, ſtood no longer in need of Ribaldry 
to ſupport their ſinking Fame ; nor need 
give place to the ſimple Albumazar, or 
the immoral Scornful Lady. Here, if 
You had exerted yourſelf, all your true 
 Admirers would have ſupported You ; and. 
the generous Companion have finiſhed his 

| C 2 ' Evening, 


i (20) 
Evening, in telling Your Praiſe, and toaſt- 
ing to Vour Succeſs. 8 "7 


Succeſs has, perhaps, ruined more Peo- 
le than Difficulties and Neceſſities: and 
the Wallet on the Back has been too often 
forgorten by him who has miſtakenly fan- 
cied himtelf above Error and Blunder ; 
while the Man who had nothing elſe to 
ſupport his Spirits, but Induſtry and Dili- 
gence, has, by a ſubmiſſive Repentance 
and Care to amend former Follies, ren- 
dered himfelf a happy Favourite; and been 
able at laſt to defy the future Frowns of 
Fortune. IT” 


If from a juſt Calculation of the Charges 
and Profits of the Playhouſe, ' or if from 
ſeveral Years Obſervation of the Taſte of 
the Town, You are perſuaded that You 
are under no Neceſſity to pay any Regard 
to the Delight of your Caſtomers ; and if 
You do not care whether You continue 
their Favourite or not, or know Yourſelf 
ſo ſecurely their Favourite, that no Indiſ- 
cretions can abate their Kindneſs, or leſſen 
their. good Opinion, You' will very pro- 
perly* laugh at 2 Letter; but if Vou are 
of a different Sentiment, You will then 
think me a Friend, and will believe either 


that You have done wrong and ought to 


amend, 


amend, or, at leaſt, that You are in dan 


away every Cauſe, and every Is e 


Fe WEED) 


ger 


of being thought guilty of 'groſs Miſcon- 
duct, and highly blameable as a N 
for what has hitherto paſſec. 


In Aber Caſe, You will girs the beſt 
Anſwer You can to theſe Sheets, by taking 


Suſpi Picton of 8 


I have no Quarrel with Mr. Garrick, 1 
— Friendſhip with any, (if an' fach 
there are) who have a Quarrel with him: 
J intend You no Hurt by this Epiſtle : 1 
hope I have avoided all indecent Expreffions, 
and kept my Pen within its proper Bonnds : | 


for J affure Yon, Sir, I heartily wiſh to 


have the Pleaſure of ſceing that Part of the 
Engliſh. Theatre, which is under Vour Ma- 
nagement, receive the higheſt Applauſe, 
by maintaining the exacteſt Decorum : and 
this might reſonably have been hoped 
for upon good Grounds ; for our Theatres 
never had a better Proſpect than at preſent. 
They are now reduced to two; and, if I 
am not greatly miſtaken, are by that 
means freed from all Neceſſity of exhibiting 
immoral Comedies, and pitiful Farces, 
to make up by the Profits ariſing. from a 


mean Audience, the want of a more honou- 


rable one; and to comſort themſelves for 
3% the 


| (22) 
the apparent Loſs of Eſteem, by the evident 
Proof of a rich Purſe. | 


This, then, being the preſent Circum- 
ſtance of our Theatres,? there is but one 
Queſtion left for our Conſideration, namely, 
Whether there is Reaſon to expect ſufficient 
Audiences to anſwer the Expence of a 
polite Entertainment, without calling in 
the Aſſiſtance of the loweſt Dregs of the 
People? I need only appeal to the Sen- 
timents of the Town with regard to Your 
own Merit as an Actor, to anſwer the 
Queſtion. If any Man was to be aſked 
for what particular CharaQter he applauded 
Mr. Garrick, he would never tell you it 
was for playing the Lying Valet, or Beau 
Fribble. No, Sir, if ſuch a Queſtion was 
propoſed, we ſhould hear of the Jealous 
Ot bello, the Unhappy Lear, the Impatient 
Hotſpur, the Vain Lothario, the Dutiful 

Hamlet, the Politic Richard, or the Self- 
conceited Bayes. | 


If this be true, lay hold of the Oppor- | 
tunities to pleaſe that are now in Your 
Power: free Yourſelf from the Bondage 
of Ignorance: call to the Aſſiſtance of 
the Manager the more than one applauded 
Player. Get up the beſt of our Englifh 
Tragedies and Comedies; encourage the 

: riſing 
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riſing Wits, and be under no Apprehenſion 
of the Want of Succeſs : believe 'me,. Sir, 
You will not be reduced to the flaviſh Ne- 
ceſſity of playing perpetually. A prudent 
Diſpoſition of the beſt Parts to the beſt 
Actors, with a judicious Variety, and a 
proper Acquieſcence to the general Opi- 
nion. of the Public, will anſwer the Ex- 
pectations of the Town, and pevent fu- 
ture Complaints againſt You as a Ma- 


nager. 


You ſee I have been Wore enough to | 
venture in ſome Places to turn your Ad- 
viſer ; an Office which I do not pretend 
to claim as a Right, though, perhaps, that 
Claim might be ſupported ; but from a 
Deſire of ſeeing the Theatre reformed, 
and the Town entertained in a ſenſible 
manner, I have ventured to undertake, and 
I flatter myſelf I have fully proved this 
to be in your Power: and if ſo, all that 
our future Entertainments ſhall. fall ſhort 
of in this Point, will, with Juſtice, be 
placed to your Account ; and You will, I 
preſume, never be able to clear Yourſelf 
from Blame. 


Perhaps You will ſay it had been much 
kinder 27 J had 3 fit to ſend this to 
Vou, and not have made public an Epiſtle 
| of 
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of this kind: if, Sir, I had agy 
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' PErfonal 
Acquaintance with You, or had believed 


that You, would have bei any Regard tv 


my private Thoughts, I might probably 
have done ſo: but being an intire. Stranger 
to You in private Life, I choſe this Method 
to acquaint You with my Senſe of Things; 


becauſe if this Letter has the good Fortune 


to be approved of by the Public, it will 
become their Sentiments ; and wall then 
be intitled to ſome Reſpect from You, upon 
that Account: but if it has the Ill-Luck to 
diſpleaſe, You will be juſtified in conſidering | 
it as a Trifle below your Regard ; and; 
poſſibly, may have a Right to imagine 
there are but few, and thoſe few, . miſtaken 
too, who pretend to find fault with your 
Conduct as a Manager. by "St 


I wiſh You all reaſonable Succeſs as 2 
Patentee ; but be not angry, when I tell 
You, I hope the valuable Applauſe You 
are in Poſſeſſion of, may raiſe the Ardour 
of ſome future Theatrical Heroes to aim, 
at leaſt to equal, if not excel, the Merit of 
the hitherto thought inimitable Mr. Garrick. 
And that You will have Generoſity enough 
to encourage, as far as it may lie in your 
Power, every ſuch Praiſe-worthy Attempt. 
I am the eaſier led to hope ſo, as I am apt 
to believe it is Your. own. Deſire ; nay 

more, 


Joy | l ( 25 ) | | 

more that it: is the very thing You are en- 
doavouring to bring about: for, by the 
Care Vou have taken to engtoſs all Thea- 


trical Merit within the Circle of your 


own Power, You have reduced us to the 
Neceſſity of thinking, We have a juſt 
Foundation for ſuch Hopes; ſince You 
have not yet thought proper to produce 
ſeveral whom You very well know the 
Town would have ſeen with great Plea- 
ſure. But. it is with me beyond a Doubt, 


that meritorious as they were thought 


laſt Winter, they ſtill in your Judgment 
ſtand in need of great Improvement. The 
Pains You were at to procure them, and 
the expenſive Bargains You have'made 
with them, certainly muſt allow You a 
Right as Manager to determine when 
they will de capable of ſhining in the 
Manner You think they at preſent fall 
ſhort of, If this be not the Reaſon, how 


will You account with Us for locking 


up your Treaſure, and ſuffering us ſo long 
to. want the Pleaſure, which in the Opi- 
nion of the beſt Judges they are capable of 


giving Us? No-body will venture to inſi- 


nuate that You have burthened Yourſelf 
with uſeleſs Actors, only with Intent to 
deprive Mr. Rich of the Power of enter- 


taining us, and ſo cheating us of one 


half of our public Diverſions. Such a 
<1 : D Thought 
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Thought leads to ſo many others of 
the ſame kind equally injurious to 


your unblemiſhed Reputation, that 


I chuſe to ſuppreſs it, or rather 
prove the Impoſſibility of it, by ap- 


pealing to that Abhorrence of all 


Meanneſs, and that exceſſive Can- 
dour and Generoſity, which ſo 


eminently adorn and diſtinguiſh | 
your private Life, and make You 
more yalued as a Man, than admired 


| as an Actor. 


Give me Leave to conclude, with 


aſſuring You, that as I did not ſet 


out with a Deſign to daub You 
with either reg or Abuſe, ſo I 
had noc the moſt diſtant Intention 
of raiſing any unwarrantable In- 
dignation agairiſt You : my only 


Deſign was to let You, and ſome 
others into the true State of the 


Queſtion : If I have come up to my 
Purpoſe, You will not blame me; 


if I have failed in it, I ask Pardon 
of 


(27) 
of every one who may have put him- 
ſelf to the Expence and Trouble of 
reading ſo trifling a Letter, and par- 
ticularly Yours. 


4 -2 


I am, Sir, 


Your very Humble Servant, 


A, 


Oct. 18, 1947. 
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Fujt Publiſhed, 
{ Price One Shilling 


And Sold by C. Connerr, in 
Fleet Street. 


» £4 


Fo Fa 
2 = on the Pass1ons, fo 


far as they regard the STacz : 
With a Critical Enquiry into the 


TuxkarRICAL Mzrr of Mr. GX, 


Mr. T. M, and Mr. B---Y. The 
firſt conſidered in the Part of Lear, 
the two laſt oppoſed in Othello. 
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